Monoclonal antibodies for the identification of herpesvirus simiae (B virus).
To differentiate between B virus and HSV isolates from monkeys and man monoclonal antibodies (mabs) were produced to herpesvirus simiae (B virus) and herpes simplex type 1 and 2 (HSV-1 and HSV-2). Mabs were tested by indirect immunofluorescence (IFAT) for reactivity against herpesviruses from Asiatic monkeys (B virus), African monkeys (SA 8 virus), and man (HSV-1, HSV-2, varicella-zoster virus, cytomegalovirus, and Epstein-Barr virus). Mabs could be divided into groups A-E displaying specific reactivity for B virus (A); reactivity with both B virus and SA 8 but not HSV (B); reactivity with B virus, SA 8 virus and HSV strains (C); specific reactivity with HSV-1 (D); and specific reactivity with HSV-2 (E). Two of the B virus specific mabs were able to differentiate between cynomolgus and rhesus strains of B virus. None of the mabs reacted with human varicella-zoster virus, cytomegalovirus, or Epstein-Barr virus. A panel of mabs for the unequivocal identification of B virus isolates from monkey or man is proposed.